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What if we had a way to encourage people to do good? What if we could 
track how much good people did? What if we could reward people for 
doing good? And what if people could exchange good deeds for other 
things they needed?


What if we could reward people, financially, with goods and services, for 
doing good and providing services? 


What if we could bring the good back to goods and the 
service back to services?

Market opportunities for a system that incentivizes and rewards doing 
good is something our nation desperately needs. Compared to other 
leading nations, the U.S. lacks in governmentally organized programs for 
social good. The U.S. does not lack in funding, it simply lacks in 
effectiveness and impact. Unfortunately many Americans believe it is not 
the responsibility of a government to do good; that it is the responsibility 
of the individual and the community to organize necessary social services. 
Under this cultural ideal, this paper will seek to explore a system that relies 
on individuals and communities to help one another.


KarmaKredit is based on an ancient idea rooted in the belief that doing 
good to others will come back to you. Themes from Karma can be seen in 
all religions, faith systems, and social structures. In Hinduism and 
Buddhism, Karma is the sum of one’s actions in this, and previous, lives. It 
only makes sense, then, that Karma can be explained using math. And it 
only makes sense, then, that Karma could be used to explore 
sustainability as it embodies the actions of future and past existences, or 
generations. 


“…that meets our own needs without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their needs.”

What if Karma could be economized, tracked, and rewarded? What if 
Karma could be redeemed for other commodities or currencies? What if it 
could be traded, or cashed out? This paper will explore the ways in which 
we could monetize doing good to others, ourselves, and the planet. It will 
briefly touch on tools and methods for using our global currency model to 
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incentivize people for doing good. Most importantly, it can begin a 
discussion on the true value of doing good. 


In other traditions, periods of rest followed years of agricultural work. 
These rest periods were marked by the freeing of slaves and debt 
forgiveness, along with a break from working on the land. This rest period 
is something many traditions explore, but one that is rarely seen in some 
more westernized cultures, in particular British and American work 
cultures. KarmaKredit could incentivize balance, rest, vacation, and 
volunteer work, along with reducing our carbon footprints and materials 
use.


How we determine what is good, or kind, depends on community values. 
Ideas like charity, love, and gratitude are quite possibly the most universal 
and least political notions, however how these ideas are implemented 
would vary slightly by regional and cultural values. In general, being of 
service to one another, the earth, and of course ourselves 


Implementation

The Environment 
Contradicting the popular misbelief that caring for the environment is more 
costly than not, KarmaKredit has the opportunity to reward citizens for 
living sustainably. Possible ways to reward citizens for tending to 
environmental needs could be allowing them to receive discounts on city 
maintained products and  services like tolls, parking garages, street 
parking, traffic fines, or even taxes. 


The Community 
Incentives for being kind to one’s community could include the ability to 
trade community services for other community services or to cash 
KarmaKredits in for KarmaBits. KarmaKredit could be received for 
volunteering, being involved in city politics or other community groups, 
contributing to education, mentoring, or other community service. 
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The Individual 
Being kind to one’s self is a bit different from being kind to the 
environment and others, but as all are connected, the themes and 
opportunities mentioned above benefit the individual immensely. The 
power for the individual is limitless as KarmaKredit enables alternate 
sources of currency and alternative ways to trade. Helping others benefits 
the individual in many ways, including decreasing stress, increasing life 
expectancy, improving mood and increasing happiness. Doing good also 
connects us to one another, and studies have shown that people who feel 
alone are more likely to suffer from mental illnesses. Thus, these benefits 
actually make it easier for the individual to do good again.


The Economy 
KarmaKredit, unlike traditional financial credit, would be sustaining, 
sustainable, and life giving. It would be the opposite of traditional credit. It 
could decrease in value the longer it goes unused, to reward people to 
spread goodness with a sense of urgency. Even the misspelling of the 
word credit is a strategic decision to force us to question the idea of 
indebtedness, which can be linked to greed, selfishness, unforgiveness 
and mental and physical slavery. A KarmaBit network (like BitCoin) could 
be one way to enable peer-to-peer exchange of KarmaKredit. This could 
enable do-gooders to elevate the value of doing good to a place that holds 
universal value and relevance. Once additional stakeholders became 
involved in the network, they would see and feel the benefit of doing good.


Recommendations 
KarmaKredit could impact all markets through buying, selling and trading. 
It has the potential to connect private and public sectors, promote 
sustainable economies and investments, utilize crowd funding, and impact 
policy and community organization. Moreover, it also has the potential to 
redefine the value we place on currency. It is much less abstract, and 
much more than tangible, than physical currency. Investment in this 
system would need to begin at a grassroots level to determine needs, 
evolve, and avoid upsetting the current financial institutions. 
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